Letter Ruling 85-54: Comic Books by Massachusetts. Department of Revenue.
Letter Ruling 85-54: Comic Books
http://www.mass.gov/...r(s)&L6=(1985-1989)+Rulings&sid=Ador&b=terminalcontent&f=dor_rul_reg_lr_lr_85_54&csid=Ador[11/3/2010 11:34:14 AM]
SEARCH
Select an area to search
Search
Home > Businesses > Help & Resources > Legal Library > Letter Rulings > Letter Rulings - By
Year(s) > (1985-1989) Rulings >
Letter Ruling 85-54: Comic Books
May 15, 1985
 
You request a ruling regarding the application of the Massachusetts sales tax to sales of comic
books, including older comic books sold as collectors' items.
Chapter 64H, Section 6(m) of the Massachusetts General Laws exempts from the sales tax sales of
newspapers and magazines. The term "magazines" has been defined as "pamphlets published
periodically, containing miscellaneous papers or compositions." Houghton v. Payne, 194 U.S. 88,
101 (1904)(dictum); see Letter Ruling 84-67; see also Letter Rulings 84-8; 84-4.
A comic book meets the definition of a magazine. Therefore, the sales of comic books, whether old
or current, are exempt from the sales tax under Chapter 64H, Section 6(m).
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